


DIALOGUE AND ISODEMOCRACY:
CREATING THE SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF GOOD TALK

Michael Mayerfeld Bell

At the highest stage of capitalism, the most necessary revolution appears as the most unlikely
one — Herbert Marcuse!

L

I don’t know why, but a few months ago I found myself reading Herbert Marcuse,
the “improbable guru” of the Sixties, as Fortune, the popular U.S. business maga-
zine, labeled him at the time. Fortune found him improbable on two counts. First,
his age: Marcuse in the Sixties was himself in his sixties, leading the decade of
those in their twenties who said they trusted no one in their thirties or above -
except Marcuse and his paradigm-shattering One Dimensional Man. Second, his
philosophy: a magazine like Fortune could hardly be expected, though, to approve
of a writer who penned passages like the following (Marcuse, 1964, p. 9):

‘We are again confronted with one of the most vexing aspects of advanced industrial civilization:
the rational character of its irrationality.

Or this one (Marcuse, 1964, p. 3):

By virtue of the way it has organized its technological base, contemporary industrial soci-
ety tends to be totalitarian. For ‘totalitarian’ is not only a terroristic political coordination of
society, but also a non-terroristic economic-technical coordination which operates through the
manipulation of needs by vested interests.
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